
Call To Artists 

Commission for Exterior Artwork for Downtown Goldsboro, NC 

Interactive Building Mural 

Statement of Interest & Qualification Submittals Due March 9, 2018 at 5:00pm EST  



Introduction 

The Downtown Development Department of the City of Goldsboro is working in partnership with the        

National Main Street Center and One Main Financial Company to create a new mural on an exterior façade 

of a building in downtown Goldsboro.   

This mural is part of an ongoing effort to create a thriving public art environment to enhance Goldsboro’s 

uniqueness and support downtown’s economic development strategy.   

Goldsboro is receiving funds in the form of a grant from One Main Financial through a partnership with the 

National Main Street Center to support revitalization efforts that are making a difference in downtowns 

across the nation.  Goldsboro is the honored recipient of their first grant through this new program.   

This is a solicitation for statements of interest and qualifications to design and paint the mural.   

 

Concept 

Downtown Goldsboro’s Vision Statement is:  Downtown Goldsboro – Beautiful, historic, lively and full of 

economic opportunity and gusto.  We honor our past while developing diversity and vibrancy to create a cul-

tural arts, entertainment and urban lifestyle center. 

With that in mind, we are applying a portion of the grant to create a new exterior building façade mural that 

celebrates our diversity, vibrancy, cultural arts and entertainment by highlighting one of our assets, the fact 

that Goldsboro is part of the African American Music Trail of NC.   

In 2005, the North Carolina Arts Council created the African American Music Trail to highlight the rich music 

traditions of the eastern part of the state. The trail focuses on eight counties, Wayne, Wilson, Lenoir, Pitt, 

Edgecombe, Jones, Greene, and Nash, where a multitude of legends and pioneers of jazz, gospel, funk, and 

R&B developed their talent.  For more information about the Trail, here is one of many sites that provide 

background information about the project :  http://ncartseveryday.org/2013/12/african-american-music-

trails-of-eastern-north-carolina/ 
 

We are interested in a mural that:    

 Will have interactive (possibly musical interactive) qualities to it, either as part of the mural itself or sup-

porting/complimentary separate pieces that may be located near it as part of this commission or in later 

phases.   

 Is unique to Goldsboro and can serve as an attraction for tourists. 

 Tells Goldsboro’s story and will serve as a space to celebrate and honor our community members who 

contributed, directly or indirectly, to the music movement that spurred the development of the African 

American Music Trail.   
 

 

 



Process 

Statements of interest and qualifications will be reviewed by a project stakeholder committee that, based on 

submittals, will shortlist the interested candidates to no more than three (3) artists.  These artists will be noti-

fied of their status and provided a $250 stipend to submit a draft drawing of their concept for the mural.  Re-

ceipt of the stipend will be provided upon submittal of the designs.  The three designs will be made available 

on the City of Goldsboro’s website and the site will be marketed to solicit public feedback.  This feedback will 

be taken into consideration by the stakeholder committee upon making the final artist/design selection.    

 

Budget 

The budget for this project consists of: 
 

 Three stipends to develop draft designs at $250 each to be provided to the shortlisted artists. 

 The mural creation has a budget ranging from $10,000 to $15,000 but the fee will be negotiated upon   

selection of artist and the draft design idea.  The negotiated fee will also be impacted by the interactive 

elements proposed and the ability of these elements to enhance the mural and will be funded with the 

grant.  This budget includes all costs associated with the creation and completion of the mural/artwork, 

including travel, wall prep work and materials, supplies, scaffolding, materials, etc.  If the wall selected re-

quires a faux surface, these costs must be included in the budget.     

 

Schedule 

1. March 9, 2018 by 5:00 pm:  Statements of Interest and qualification submittals are due.     

2. March 12 to 15, 2018:  The stakeholder committee will shortlist the candidates and make notifications 

this week.   

3. April 6, 2018 at 5:00 pm:  The shortlisted artists’ due date for submittal of draft designs. 

These submittals must include itemized budgets for their concepts.  Line items associated with the project 

should be inclusive of, but not limited to, artists design fees, materials, fabrication, transportation, instal-

lation, per diem expenses, project documentation and contingency expenses.   

4. April 9 to April 19, 2018:  The three designs will be promoted and available for public feedback during 

this time.    

5. April 21, 2018:  The selected artist and design will be made public in downtown Goldsboro at an event 

organized by One Main Financial Company, the City of Goldsboro and the National Main Street Center.  

Artists will be encouraged to attend the event, but not required to do so.  

6. April 23, 2018:  Official written notification will be made to the selected artist .  Upon notification, a 

scope of work will be outlined in an executable agreement between the City of Goldsboro and artist be-

fore the artist is released to start the work. 

7. June 2, 2018:  The artist will have until this date to complete the mural as agreed upon by the parties 

and articulated in the scope of work.  Penalties may be assessed if the work is not completed on time.  

 

 



Project  Site 

The project site has not yet been determined.  Several options are available for consideration.  At least three 

sites will be identified as possibilities prior to the date on which the project stakeholder committee will noti-

fy the shortlisted artists.  Artists selected will have the option to identify the wall that best represents their 

vision for the artwork.   

Expect the mural size to be approximately 100 square feet in total size.   

 

Submission Requirements 

Phase I 

Phase I of the selection process requires the following to be part of the artist’s submittal: 

 1)  Submittal of a single document in a pdf format labeled with the name of the artist or artist 

team. 

 2)  Images of five (5) recent mural projects with no more than five (5) images per project including 

a written description of the materials, size, title, location, commissioning body and project cost. 

 3)  Names and contact information for each of the five projects provided.  

 4)  A statement for each project  regarding the experience of the project and artist’s ability to meet 

the intent, scope and schedule of the commissioning body. 

 5)  A current curriculum vitae, not to be counted towards the 20 page maximum document         

criteria.   

Notes:  

 Submittals shall be no more than 20 pages.   

 Packages too large for email may be submitted via Dropbox.   

 Concept proposals are not necessary at this stage and will not receive honorarium.   

 Incomplete or late submittals will not be reviewed. 

 Please email your pre-submittal questions and the submittal document to: 

  Julie Metz, Downtown Development Director at jmetz@goldsboronc.gov    

 

Phase II 

Instructions for Phase II will be provided to the shortlisted artists upon notification.   

 

Small Print Items 

1) The mural is expected to have a lifespan of 5 to 8 years without need for maintenance until after that 

time.  Thus, quality materials and wall preparation techniques shall be employed.   

2) The City of Goldsboro will incur the expense to either maintain the mural or employ other options to ad-

dress mural status at the time such decisions are necessary.  No fees should be included in artist budget 

for maintenance.   



3)  By accepting the mural commission, the artist waives rights of ownership to the mural.   

4)  The City of Goldsboro and/or their financing partners for the project will own any copyrights to the mural 

for purposes, including commercial, that they deem in their interest to utilize.   

5) The artist shall have appropriate insurance to cover liability for themselves and assistants, if applicable,   

while working on the project regardless of the site in which they are working.  Evidence of insurance or a 

waiver of liability will be required before artist is permitted to begin project.   

6) The commissioning body may, upon selection of the artist, propose changes to the draft design selected 

to assure the general intent of the project is reflected in the final art work.  If deemed necessary, this 

communication will occur prior to the execution of a contract.  If artist is not willing to incorporate the 

feedback of the commissioning body, another artist may be selected. 

 

Eligibility 

The RFQ is open to all professional artists or artist teams over the age of 18.  Artists who have a strong pro-

fessional profile, peer recognition, a history of public exhibitions and who are experienced in semi-

permanent, urban-scale works for exterior locations or who have successfully worked on collaborative pro-

jects are encouraged to submit a proposal for consideration. 
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